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General Walters accompanied
Mr. Nixon around Latin Amer-
jca during his'Vice Presidential

iNG, 2 G,I_A, POST Both may be civilians, how-
: : ever. In recent ychrs.the tra-
dition has been to have a civil-
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 REIAINS VACANT

: St'ennis Reported_io Oppose
Military Man for Job

" Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Feh, 27—

The White House has delayed
filling the No. 2 position at
the Central Intelligence Agency
for more than two months out
of deference to Senator John
C. Stennis, Government sources
say.
. Late in December, they® say;
President Nixom chose Maj.
Gen, Vernon A. Walters, a vet-
eran Ariny intelligence officer,
to succeed Lieut. Gen. Robert
E. Cushman af the Marines as
Deputy Director of Central In-
telligence.

General Walters, who speaks
seven languages, accompanied
the President to the Azores last
fall and served as his personal
interpreter in the meeting there
with  Presiglent Pompidou of
France. . ]

However, informants say
Senator Stennis, who is Chair-
man of ihe Armed Services
Committeg and virtually a one-

~man ‘wabchdog committee on

C.LA. adtivities, has privately
indicated that he would prefer
a civilian.

Under the National Security
Act of 1947, which created the
agency, the director, who is
paid $42,500 yearly, and the

' ¥f President Nixon formally sent

_ i :
. Gen, Vernon A, Walters

-députy director, who receives
$40,000, may -not both be mil-
itary’ men.. L L

ian director and military deputy
or vice versa.

~ Senator Stennis, Democrat of
Mississippi, is an influential,
supporter of the agency ad!
is said by his associates to.
hold Richard M. Helms, its
director, a civilian, .in high
esteem. Mr. Helms is, said to
reciprocate fully. o

The ~mutual regard has
aroused in other influential
Senators the belief- that Mr.
Helms runs the agency's global
activitics with virtually no
meaningful supervision by Con-
gress other than that of Sen-
ator Stennis. . .

Last year, for example, Sen-
ator Stennis held no mecetings
of the Committee on C.LA.
Activities, which he heads. Al-
though it includes other Sena-
tors from the Armed Services
Committee and from the Appro-
priations and Foreign Relations
committees, thejr protests ap-
parently went unheeded.

Senator Stennis was travel-:
ing today and unavailable for
comment. Mr. Helms, too was
unavailable.

Sources close to the intclli-|
gence community, however, ex-|
pressed surprise that Senatory
Stennis was insisting on a civil-,
ian deputy. They pointed out!
that Mr. Helms and his senior
aides traditionally prefer a
military deputy to-obtain quick,.
close cooperation with the De-
fense Department around the
world. :

Reorganization a Factor

An aide to Senator Stennis,
reached by telephone in Missis-
sippi, said that the Senator had
no personal objection to the ap-
pointment of General Walters.

it to the Armed Services Com-
mittee for confirmation, the
aide said, Senator Stennis
would vote to approve it.

However, he and certain oth-
er influential Senators are said
to have resented the way that
President Nixon and Henry A.
Kissinger, his national security"
assistant, disclosed on Nov. 5 a’
major reorganization of nation-
al intelligence. There was vir-
tually no consultation with
Congress.

The announcement came late
on a Friday afternoon after the
President, his staf{f and the

White House reporters had left

for Key Biscayne, Fla. There
was no warning to the press
and no substantive briefing.

: Many suspeqted the announce-
‘ ment was timed to appear In

Saturday newspapers, lightly
read in most of the country.

tour in 1958. He has also served.
as personal interpreter for Presi-
dents Eisenhower, Kennedy and\
Johnson., -
Intelligence sources said that]
President Nixon had not con-
sulted Mr. Helms either in nam-
ing General Cushman to be his
deputy at the start of the Ad-
ministration or in recently pro-
posing General Walters.
General Cushman, who be-
came commandant of the Ma-
rine Corps on Jan. 1, was naval
aide to Mr. Nixon during his
terms as Vice Prcsident. Gen-
cral Walters has also been per-| -
sonally identified with Mr.
Nixon for more than 20 vears.

Approved For Release 2006/04/17 : CIA-RDP91 -00901R000700100018-4

Stenn -\.s) T ol




